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1. detribalization

2. tribalization

3. Mitchel, James C-1960, Tribalism and the plural society, Oxford Univ- Press.
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2. endogamy and exogamy
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The first part is a socio-economic monograph of the Sorkhi
tribe. In this part, through a historical analysis, the transition from
nomadic to semi-nomadic and finally to settled life of the tribe, from
the “mode of subsistence™ viewpoint, is described. The author also
examines “urbanism” and its effects on the life of the tribe and
explores factors which prepare the ground for “detribalization”.

In the chapter on “tribal economy”, the transition in economic
life of the tribe in the last hundred years has been examined and by
presenting tables and diagrams the share of different tribal “modes
of subsistence”, (animal husbandary, gathering, agriculture, handi-
craft, etc.), in different epochs of Iranian economic growth has been
shown,

The effects of The Shah’s (American engineered) land reform
and post-revolutionary socio-economic developments (since 1979) on
the life of the tribe are also examined in this chapter.

In chapter 3 of the first part social organization of the tribe, in
its three main aspects — i.e. social structure, clan system and poli-
tical organization — has been studied and by using various diagrams
the important role of genealogy in the creation of a rigorous social
structure has been shown.

In the chapter on culture, the tribe’s culture is studied and the
author describes in detail the customs, beliefs, rites and the tribe’s
cultural characteristics, its psychological pecularities as well as its
dialect.

The second part traces the tribes history to the present era.
“Tribal historiography” sheds new light on hither-to untold stories
of Iranian contemporary history, going through the turbulent years of
recent history of the tribe. It tries to show how harsh and irrational
were the measures of the governments of the last six decades to
liquidate the tribal communities; communities which were labeled
as belonging to “a world of the past” and destined to death”, there-
fore legitimizing their suppression to pave the way for the march of
Western oriented modernization.

Tribal historiography links anthropology and hisiwm/
significance is not limited to the light it sheds on historry. In other

words historical research of a tribe can give a clear image of its past
and present cultural and psychological characteristics.

In this part, a historical account is given to acquaint the reader
with the recent history of the Sorkhi tribe. The periods covered in
chapters of this part include the years of Qajar despotism to Reza
Khan’s dictatorship; the turbulent years after the fall of Reza Khan
in September 1941; government policies vis-a-vis tribal community
after the August 1953 Coup d’état ; and finally the period after the
introduction of the “White Revolution”, the “most glorious™
achievement of which was the bloody suppression of 1962-63 re-
belion of the tribes in Fars province.

|
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Preface

The interaction of ethnic groups, with their different racial
origins, various sub-cultures and psycho-social make-up, provides
a vivid social fabric that in its totality gives a sense of unity to the
Iranian national identity. Within the broad ethnic groups that to-
gether form the Iranian People as a whole, the geographical unit
called Iran, has been the homeland of hundreds of large and small
tribes.

Iranian tribes, which generally live a nomadic life and have
their own particular tribal social organization, played an important
role in political and social life of the country until a century ago.
Yet as important elements of the “traditional society”, they began to
go on the decline as the “modernization™ process began its march.
This decline, however was neither “natural”, nor the result of the
internal dynamics of the society. It was not the effect of rational
and compassionate planning of wise and committed statesmen either.
It was a change carried on “from above” by foreign protégés, and

——Consequendly it was the result of external pressure. It had therefore

an inhuman and violent face. During 57 years of Pahlavi rule, the
conflicts between central government and Iranian tribes have been
among the most bloody and the most ugly events in contemporary
Iranian history.

Despite their importance, as the third component of Iranian
society — along with settled agricultural and urban communities —
the Iranian tribes have not been thoroughly studied by Iranian re-
search workers. The relevant studies already published are in fact
very scant,

The Forgotten Tribe is the most recent study in this field. It
is basically an ethnographic work on one of the Lur tribes of Iran’s
Fars province.

The book contains an introductory chapter and two main parts.
Basic anthropological concepts in the Iranian tribal context (such as
Qabila, Ashira, I1 and Tayefa) are examined in this chapter and
some general points in the study of tribes and clans are discussed.
It also contains a brief examination of the political organization of
Iranian tribes, through which power structures based on aristocratic
tribal systems and clan systems are compared.
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